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Background Information  (10 pts.)
I. Unit Goal:

The goal of this unit is to use multiple literacies to teach students the plot and character elements specific to fairy tales. This will be used to connect fairy tales in books to reader’s theater, animated films, and then students’ own written fairy tale stories to share with younger students in their school and online. 
II. Academic Content Standards/Grade Level Indicators addressed in unit: 
Writing Standards. Text Types and Purposes. 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations. c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. d. Provide a sense of closure.
Writing Standards. Research to Build and Present Knowledge. 8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.
Reading Standards. Key Ideas and Details. 2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills. Fluency.  4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
III. Briefly but clearly explain how this collection of books is related to the particular theme, topic, etc., you’ve indicated.

The books selected span the fairy tale children’s book genre, including multicultural and fractured versions of these classic stories. Reader’s Theater scripts have been included as a middle phase of this unit. At this phase, students add drama to the words they read in children’s books. By acting out the Reader’s Theater script versions of the fairy tales read, literacy comes to life. The multimedia resources provided act as alternative literacies, as visual and audio cues are the primary avenue for expressing and receiving information. Students in this unit are asked to draw connections between real world experiences and text. Therefore, it is useful for student to physically act out and become the characters in fairy tale plots. This extends further as an authentic experience when those fairy tales occur in commonly viewed movies, music heard, or interactive tools used in the classroom. 
IV. Clarify your vision for using these books in your unit.  Will some/all be teacher read-alouds?  Shared reading? Used for literature circles?   Independent reading?  A mixture? etc.   (5 pts.)
All children’s books listed will have potential for being both teacher read-alouds and student-read. In the unit, it is intended for the teacher to explicitly present these books to students. The teacher leads demonstrations to identify key plot elements and character traits in every fairy tale. The teacher will scaffold students in drawing comparisons between different versions of the same fairy tale, such as multicultural renditions, fractured fairy tales, those in song lyrics, theater scripts, and others. These books will be accessible for student choice during times that students read independently or with partners. Fluency is practiced as students work in small groups to read Reader’s Theater scripts matching the children’s books previously read or acknowledged. Video Disney’s website with a library of short clips from animated films should be used to allow for viewing the elements of fairy tales previously identified. Students categorize why the characters watched belong in a fairy tales, and then cast the characters for their own written fairy tale. Using the examples from text, Reader’s Theater, and viewing the videos or hearing songs, students go on to apply their knowledge through writing their own fairy tale. It becomes authentic writing as the students’ tales are shared with younger students, on display in the school library, and online. 
V. In the space below, describe how the resources/response activities you’ve included in your thematic study are likely to help students experience “personally satisfying and meaningful transactions with literature” (Rosenblatt, 2005, p. 63*). Support your recommendations with citations. Use APA format throughout your paper/project. (5 pts.)
In this unit, students are guided through several discussions about literature. After reading fairy tale books and acting our Reader’s Theater scripts, students are able to respond with connections they made. “Both our classroom atmosphere and the selection of reading materials should therefore be guided by the primary concern for creating a live circuit between readers and books” (Rosenblatt, 2005, p. 66). The overall intent of this unit is to help students see fairy tales as authentic in the sense that writing and reading come to life through live theater and motion pictures. These mediums reflect actions and themes found in general human nature, as well. 
By varying the difficulty and type of texts used in this unit, students are likely to connect with the reading level of at least one. Some may be motivated to read ones already at their reading level, ones at their instructional level, or those more challenging. “Given a good assortment of subjects, authors, and difficulty levels, kids will usually group themselves wisely: in general, they’ll pick books they can read comfortably and want to read” (Daniels, p. 96). When motivated to read the books on their own, students are more likely to interact with the literature and enhance their comprehension. The activities planned are authentic as they relate to students’ real lives for a real audience. “…language is best learned as it is being used. But students also had reason to write and read better” (Duke et al., 2012, p. 13). The student will be able to connect with the multiple texts, videos, and then their own written fairy tale as they become actively involved in the process of making books come to life. 
Literature List (30 pts.): Include various genres (fiction, nonfiction, biography, poetry, etc.), cultures, reading levels, etc., that inspire connections across a variety of texts.
	 (Title, Author, etc., in APA format)


	Genre
	Reading

Level
	Annotation

(A brief statement about the material’s content in your own words. It should be clear how the text is related to the theme.)

	Brothers Grimm. (2013). Cinderella | Brothers Grimm Fairy Tale. Fairy Tales from Around the World. Retrieved April 12, 2013, from http://www.fairytales.biz/brothers-grimm/cinderella.html

	Short Story
(Web page version for digital text)
	Flesch-Kincaid Grade level: 10.
Reading Ease score: 64.
	A girl is controlled by her evil stepmother and stepsisters and cannot go to the ball. A fairy godmother makes her beautiful and gets her to the ball. She loses her slipper, which brings her back together with her prince in the end.

	Jackson, E. B., & Malley, K. (1994). Cinder edna. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard.
	Children’s Book:

Fractured Fairy tale
	Ages 4-8
	Cinderella’s neighbor becomes the victim of her evil Stepmother’s and Stepsister’s torment after Cinderella is saved by her fairy godmother. 

	1. Buehner, C., & Buehner, M. (1996). Fanny's dream. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers.
	Children’s Book:

Fractured Fairy Tale
	Ages 5-8
	A farm girl goes to the mayor’s ball to find her prince. She thinks she had a fairy godmother, but finds help facing her problems in someone else. 

	Munsch, R. N., & Martchenko, M. (1980). The paper bag princess. Toronto: Annick Press.
	Children’s Book:
Fractured Fairy Tale
	Ages 4-7
	Princess Elizabeth is to marry a prince displease with her appearance. She faces three major problems with a dragon that attacks.

	2. Climo, S. (2000). The irish cinder lad. New York, NY: HarperCollins.
	Children’s Book:
Multicultural
	Ages 4-8
	A boy is tormented by his evil step mother and step sisters, just as Cinderella was. He faces three major problems. The princess takes on the traditional role of the prince in this tale.

	6.

Brothers Grimm. (2013). The Frog-Prince | Brothers Grimm Fairy Tale. Fairy Tales from Around the World. Retrieved April 12, 2013, from http://www.fairytales.biz/brothers-grimm/the-frog-prince.html


	Children’s Book: 
Web page version for digital text
	Flesch-Kincaid Grade level: 11
Reading Ease score: 66
	The frog in the story has a spell cast over him until the princess gives him a kiss to make him human again. 

	7.

Balouch, K. (2000). The king and the three thieves: A persian tale. New York: Viking.
	Children’s Book:
Multicultural
	Ages 3-8
	A king escapes his palace and faces three men with magical powers. They think he is fooled, but he tricks them in the end.

	8. Hoena, B. A., & Tercio, R. (2009). Jack and the beanstalk: the graphic novel. Mankato, Minn.: Stone Arch Books.

	Children’s Book
	Ages 8+
	Jack plants magic beans that grow into a beanstalk leading to a magical place. He must battle the giant guarding it.

	9. Belpre, P. (1991). Perez and Martina: A portorican folk tale. New York, NY: Frederick Warne.

	Children’s Book:
Multicultural
	Ages 7+
	Martina buys beauty powder for her face and three men ask for her hand in marriage. She marries one and suddenly something tragic happens to the winner.

	10.
Daly, N. (2007). Pretty salma: A little red riding hood story from Africa. New York: Clarion Books.
	Children’s Books: Multicultural
	Ages 4-8
Lexile Measure: 640L
	Salma’s grandmother sends her on an errand and she gets tricked by a dog along the way. The dog heads to grandmother’s house, following the plot line of Little Red Riding Hood.

	If this is a unit for elementary students (grades K – 5), add five more picture books and/or short chapter books, etc.

	
	
	

	11. Hickox, R., & Hillenbrand, W. (1998). The golden sandal: A middle Eastern Cinderella story. New York: Holiday House.


	Children’s Books:
Multicultural
	Ages 5+
	A fish helps a girl named Maha get through the distress placed on her by her stepmother and step sisters. This follows the typical Cinderella plot.

	12. 
Morpurgo, M. (2008). Hansel and gretel. Somerville, MA: Candlewick.
	Children’s Book
	Ages 6-9
Lexile Measure: 810L
	A brother and sister get lost in the woods and find a house of candy. A witch lures them into the house in attempts to cook them. The siblings team up to solve their problem.

	13. Barton, Bob. (2003). The bear says north: Tales from the northern lands. A Groundwood Book/Douglas and McIntyre: Toronto, Canada.

	Children’s Books:
Multicultural
	
	

	14.

Ernst, L. C. (1995). Little red riding hood: a newfangled prairie tale. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers.


	Children’s Book: Fractured Fairy Tale
	Ages 7+
Lexile Measure:

510L
	Knowing her grandma gets crabby, little red brings treats to her. She talks to a stranger along the way who races her to the house. Little red solves her problems in comical ways.

	15. 

Bornstein, H., Saulnier, K. L., & Pomeroy, B. O. (1990). Little red riding hood: Told in signed english. Washington, D.C.: Kendall Green Publications, Gallaudet University Press.


	Children’s Book
	Ages 9+
	A little girl took treats in the woods on the way to her grandmother’s house. She was stalked by a wolf who beat her to her grandmother’s house and pretended to be her grandmother in order to eat Little Red Riding Hood.

	Digital/Multimedia
	Genre
	Level
	Annotation

	1. I Want to Write a Fairy Tale by Jen Waters (song)

	Song
	Flesch-Kincaid Grade level: 12
Reading Ease score: 28
	The lyrics of this song tell the story of the singer’s desire to write a fairy tale. The singer identifies typical components of fairy tales. Use this to engage students and challenge them with higher vocabulary.

	Vecho, P. (Director). (2010). The princess and the frog [Motion picture]. United States of America: Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment.


	Motion Picture
	Rated G:

Appropriate for all ages


	This video is the animated rendition of a classic fairy tale. The frog in the story has a spell cast over him until the princess gives him a kiss to make him human again. Use this to visually represent the tale.

	2. ReadWriteThink. (2013). Interactive Graphic Organizers for Writing a Fairy Tale. Retrieved from 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/storymap/

	Interactive Teacher Tool
	K-12
	This interactive graphic organizer can be used to outline the plot diagram and character webs that structure fairy tales. 
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